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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1. (currently amended): A compound represented by formula (III): 
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wherein represents an atomic group necessary to form thiazole; Z2 represents an 
atomic group selected from the group consisting of a furan ring and a thiophene ring which has a 
condensed ring to form a tetracylic ring system; R 2 represents a substituted or unsubstituted alky] 
group or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group; L] and L 2 each represents a methine group; p } 



represents 0; Vi represents a substit 
cyano group, a carboxvl group, a pr 


pent selected from a halogen atom, a mercapto group, a 
osphoric acid group, a sulfo group, a hydroxy! group, a 


carbamoyl group having from 1 to ! 


.0 carbon atoms, a sulfamovl group having from 0 to 10 


carbon atoms, a nitro group, an alkc 


>xvl grouo having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, an arvloxv 


group having from 6 to 20 carbon a 


toms, an acvl group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, an 


acvloxv group having from 1 to 20 


carbon atoms, an acvlamino group having from 1 to 20 


carbon atoms, a sulfonvl group hav 


ng from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a sulfiny] group having from 1 







to 20 carbon atoms, a sulfonvlamino group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, an amino group, a 

substituted amino group selected from methvlamino, dimethvlamino. benzvlamino, anilino, and 
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diphenylamino, an ammonium group having from 0 to 15 carbon atoms, a hvdrazino group 
having from 0 to 15 carbon atoms, a ureido group having from 1 to 15 carbon atoms, an imido 
group having from 1 to 15 carbon atoms, an alkvlthio group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, 
an arvlthio group having from 6 to 20 carbon atoms, an alkoxvcarbonvl group having fr om 2 to 
20 carbon atoms, an arvloxvcarbonvl group having from 6 to 20 carbon atoms, an unsubstituted 
alkvl group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms, a substituted-alkvl group selected from 
hvdroxymethvl. trifluoromethyl, benzyl, carboxvethvl, ethoxycarbonylmethvl, and 
acetylaminomethvl, an unsaturated hydrocarbon group having from 2 to 18 carbon atoms, an 
unsubstituted arv) group having from 6 to 20 carbon atoms, a substituted aryl group selected 
from p-carboxyphenvl, p-nitrophenvl, 3,5-dichIorophenvh p-cvanophenvl, m-fluorophenyl and 
p-tolvl. an unsubstituted heterocyclic group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, and a 
methvlpyridyl group ; Qi represents a methine group or a polymethine group necessary to form a 
methine dye; Mj represents an electric charge balancing counter ion; and mi represents a number 
of from 0 to 10 necessary to neutralize the electric charge of the molecule; and n represents 0, 1 
or 2, and when n represents 2 y a plurality of Vi may be the same or different. 

Claim 2. (previously presented): The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
selected atomic group for Z2 is a furan ring. 

Claim 3. (previously presented): The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
compound represented by formula (III) is represented by formula (VDLL) or (IX): 



3 



PACE 4/14 ■ RCVD AT 1 1/23/2005 6:21:21 PM [Eastern Standard TlmeJ ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-8/26 • DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:2022037860 * DURATION (mm-ss):04.16 



FROM SUGHRUE. M I ON 



(WED) 11. 23' 05 1 9 : 1 8/ST. 1 9 : 1 6/NO. 4200000441 P 5 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1 .116 
U.S. Application No. 10/631,810 



Docket No. Q76527 



CV«). Ri . . 



Miin 
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wherein Z4 represents an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom; Z3 represents an atomic group 
necessary to form thiazole, L], L2, pi, Vi, n, R2, Qi, Mi, and mi each has the same meaning as 
described in formula (HI); and V 2 and V 3 each represents a substituent selected from a halogen 
atom, a mercapto group, a cvano group, a carboxvl group, a phosphoric acid group, a sulfo 
group, a hydroxvl group, a carbamoyl group having from 1 to 10 carbon atoms, a sulfamovl 
group having from 0 to 10 carbon atoms, a nitro group, an alkoxyl group having from 1 to 20 
carbon atoms, an aryloxy group having from 6 to 20 carbon atoms, an acyl group having from 1 
to 20 carbon atoms, an acyloxy group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, an acylamino group 
having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a sulfonvl group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a sulfinyl 

* 

group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a sulfonylamino group having from 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms, an amino group, a substituted amino group selected from methvlamino, dimethvlamino, 
benzylamino, anilino, and diphenvlamino. an ammonium group having from 0 to 15 carbon 
atoms, a hvdrazino group having from 0 to 15 carbon atoms, a ureido group having from 1 to 15 
carbon atoms, an imido group having from 1 to 15 carbon atoms, an alkvlthio group having from 
1 to 20 carbon atoms, an arvlthio group having from 6 to 20, carbon atoms, an alkoxvcarbonvl 
group having from 2 to 20 carbon atoms, an aryloxycarbonyl group having from 6 to 20 carbon 
atoms, an unsubstituted alky] group having from 1 to 18 carbon atoms, a substituted-alkvl group 
selected from hvdroxvmethvl. trifluoromethvl, benzyl, carboxvethvh ethoxvcarbonylrhethyl, and 
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acetyl ami nomethvh an unsaturated hydrocarbon group having from 2 to 18 carbon atoms, an 
unsubstituted aryl group having from 6 to 20 carbon atoms, a substituted aryl group selected 
from p-carboxyphenyl, p-nitrophenyh 3.5-dichIorophenyl, p-cyanophenyl, m-fluorophenyl and 
p-tolyl, an unsubstituted heterocyclic group having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, and a 
methylpyridyl group , and V 2 and V 3 form a condensed ring containing V2 and V 3 ; 

V, -^—^^li - t L . = U 3rr C =Q . (IX) 

Mi (Hi 

wherein represents N-R 3 ; Z 5 represents an atomic group necessary to form thiazole; R3 
represents a hydrogen atom or a substituent; L|, L 2 , pi, V lt n, R 2 , Qi, M|, and mi each has the 
same meaning as described in formula (III); and V 2 and V 3 each has the same meaning as 
described in formula (VIII). 

Claim 4. (original): The compound as claimed in claim 3, wherein R 2 represents 
an alkyl group having an aryl group as a substituent or an aryl group. 

Claim 5. (currently amended): The compound as claimed in claim 3, wherein at 
least one substituent represented by V! is a group having at least one sulfa group, carboxyl 
group, phosphonic acid group or hydroxyl group dissociable group which haG a dissociable 
proton and has a n e gativ e charg e at proton dissociation or which forms a salt with a counter 
cation in the form of an anion . 

Claim 6. (currently amended): The compound as claimed in claim 3, wherein at 
least one substituent represented by V 2 or V 3 in formula (VIII) is a group having at least one 
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sulfa group, carboxv) group, phosphonic acid group or hydroxy) group dissociable group which 
has a dissociable pr o t o n and has a n e gative charg e at proton dissociation or which forms q salt 
with a counter cation in tho form of an anion . 

Claim 7. (original): The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein R2 represents 
an alkyl group having an aryl group as a substituent or an aryl group. 

Claim 8. (currently amended): The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein at 
least one substituent represented by Vi is a group having at least one sulfo group, carboxyl 
group, phosphonic acid group or hydroxyl group disGoeiabl e group which has a dissociable 
proton and has a nogativo charg e at proton dissociation or which form s a salt with a counter 
cation in the form of an anion . 
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